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Annex 4 Education needs analysis of primary school 

places in Reigate and neighboring areas 

Current situation 

Reigate Priory Junior School is in the pupil planning area of Reigate. The 

neighbouring planning areas are Redhill, Earlswood & Salfords and Merstham. 

The map below shows Reigate Primary planning area and neighbouring planning 

areas within Reigate & Banstead. 

Map 1: Primary planning areas map – Reigate, Redhill, Earlswood & Salfords 

and Merstham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2 below shows the planning area of Brockham which is the nearest planning 

area to the west of Reigate. North Downs Primary School is a two form entry school 

on three sites shown below. All pupils in years 3 to year 6 are based at the Brockham 

site which is over 5 miles away from schools in the Reigate planning area. A small 

number of pupils who live in the wards of Reigate and South Park & Woodhatch 

attend North Downs Primary School.  
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Map 2: Primary planning areas map – Reigate, Redhill, Earlswood & Salfords 

and Brockham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability Strategy and School Organisation Plan 

The Sustainability Strategy sets out Surrey County Council’s approach and 

commitment to ensuring the sustainability of all our settings and schools. Following 

national trends, falling birth rates mean that the number of schools places is 

expected to fall in primary schools in most areas across Surrey over the forecast 

period. As schools receive per pupil funding and plan staffing and resources based 

on their published admission number (PAN), if there are too many school places in 

an area schools become vulnerable to financial difficulties. Therefore, Surrey County 

Council shares forecasts annually with schools across planning areas to consider 

increasing or reducing the number of places in an area. The School Organisation 

Plan 2022-2032 sets out Surrey County Council’s plans for providing education close 

to home. It highlights the likely demand for school places over a 10-year forecast 

period and likely strategies or changes that may be required to both meet the 

statutory duty to provide sufficient school places and ensure the sustainability of all 

schools. Admission Authorities publish admission arrangements annually and any 

reduction in PAN is subject to public consultation in line with the School Admissions 

Code 2021.  

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/327159/Sustainability-Strategy-and-Federation-Policy-Templated-4.pdf
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/256754/School-Organisation-Plan.pdf
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/256754/School-Organisation-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
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Current capacity in the Reigate planning area 

There are 5 schools in the primary planning area of Reigate. 2 Infant Schools, 1 

Junior School and 2 Primary Schools (1 with an additional intake in Year 3). 

There is capacity for 11 forms of entry (330 places per year group) across the 5 

schools. The forecasts show a sustained need for 10 forms of entry in the area (300 

places per year group). Only 4% vacant places were reported across all schools in the 

planning area in the School Census January 2023. The number of pupils is lower in 

year R and year 1 following a fall in birth-rates. This is expected to reduce further 

hence the reduction in PAN at Holmesdale Community Infant School from September 

2023. 

Figure 1: School census January 2023 – number of pupils at schools in the 

Reigate planning area  

 

 

 

 

Current capacity in the Redhill planning area 

Redhill planning Area is the closest neighbouring area to north Reigate and 

Holmesdale Community Infant School. There is capacity for 9 forms of entry (270 

places per year group) across the 4 schools. The School Census January 2023 shows 

that currently with 9 forms of entry in the area there is 9% vacant places across all 

schools. The number of pupils is lower in year R and year 1 following a fall in birth-

rates. This is expected to reduce further as the forecasts show between 64 -78 (over 

2 forms of entry) surplus places in year R over the forecast period. 

Figure 2: School census January 2023 – number of pupils at schools in the 

Redhill planning area  

 

 

 

 

Forecasts for the Reigate primary planning area  

The table below shows the number of children expected to come forward into 

Reception and year 3 over the forecast period, alongside the number of places 

available in those year groups across all schools in the planning area of Reigate.  

The forecasts include demographic trends, the birth rate and mid-year population 

estimates, and the effects of pupil movement trends (between schools, in and out of 
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boroughs/districts/county etc) as well as additional pupil yield from housing 

calculated from housing permissions and trajectories provided by the borough/district 

council. This projection shows forecast pupil numbers if all housing comes forward 

as and when planned, but this cannot be guaranteed. 

The school-based report allows us to show how many pupils are predicted to need a 

mainstream school place across a group of schools in a planning area. Residence 

based reports are included later in this document and allow us to show how many 

pupils living in a ward in Surrey are expected to need a mainstream school place 

across the whole of Surrey.  

Figure 3: Number of places forecast in year R and year 3 from Sept 2023 to 

Sept 2031 (Edge forecasts published November 2022) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is noted that due to a decline in birth rates Holmesdale Community Infant School 

reduced from 4 forms of entry (Published Admission Number (PAN) of 120) to 3 forms 

of entry (Published Admission Number (PAN) of 90). Therefore, the number of places 

in year R reduced from 330 to 300 in the primary planning area of Reigate in 

September 2023. It is being considered whether there should a reduction of junior 

places in Sept 2026 to match the reduced number of infant places from Sept 2023. 

Any reduction in PAN would be subject to consultation in line with the School 

Admissions Code. A reduction in PAN is not permanent and admission authorities can 

increase back to the original capacity in future years. 

Neighbouring planning areas  

Figure 4 shows the forecasts for the four primary planning areas closest to Reigate. 

There are expected to be 24% -29% surplus places in year R in Redhill over the 

forecast period, 21% to 28% in Earlswood & Salfords, 14% - 27% in Merstham and 0 

– 10% in Brockham. The forecasts below are school-based which means they 

predict the number of pupils who are expected to need a school place across a 

group of schools. As there are approximately 2 forms of entry surplus places forecast 

in Redhill and in Earlswood & Salfords, schools in these areas will need to consider 

reducing their published admission number. The forecasts are based on trends in 

pupil movement. As the number of places available increases pupil movement is 

likely to change based on parental preference. In the short-term there will be a need 

to reduce the number of places across Reigate and the three planning areas below 

to ensure schools are sustainable. However, the later years of the forecast are less 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
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accurate, and it is not yet known if there will be a long-term need to reduce the 

number of places across the 4 planning areas. It is Important to maintain capacity for 

future years when numbers could increase. 

Figure 4: Number of places forecast in year R and year 3 from Sept 2023 to 

Sept 2031 in neighbouring planning areas (Edge forecasts published 

November 2022) 
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Residence Based Forecasts 

The residence based report shows pupils living in a particular ward who are 

expected to need a mainstream school place anywhere in Surrey. Only pupils 

expected to attend mainstream schools in Surrey are included. Pupils expected to 

attend schools in neighbouring boroughs within Surrey County Council are included 

but pupils expected to attend a specialist school or SEN Unit in Surrey or attend any 

out of county or independent school are not included. 

Figure 5 shows the number of year R pupils living in each of the local wards 

surrounding Reigate who attended any mainstream school in Surrey in the previous 

4 years and what the expected change is over the next 4 years. The table shows 

there is expected to be a decrease in the number of places needed in all wards 

represented on the table.  

Figure 5: Residence based report showing number of pupils in year R living in 

each ward who attended a mainstream school in Surrey in the last 4 years 

against the number forecast to need a year R place for the next 4 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 shows the number of year R pupils living in each of the local wards 

surrounding Reigate who attended any mainstream school in Surrey in the previous 

4 years and the forecasts up to 2031/32. The table shows there is expected to be a 

decrease in the number of places needed by pupils in most wards represented on 

the table, between the first year of the forecast (2022/23) and the last year 

(2031/32). The area with the smallest decrease (-5%) are the three wards closest to 

schools in the Reigate planning area. 

Figure 6: Residence based report showing number of pupils in year R living in 

each ward who attended a mainstream school in Surrey in the last 3 years and 

the forecasts for up to 2031/32 
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Map 3: Map of schools in the primary planning area of Reigate against local 

wards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reigate Priory Junior School is in the Reigate Ward, close to the borders of South 

Park & Woodhatch, Meadvale & St Johns and Redhill West & Wray Common. The 

trends across these wards follow national trends in that the number of pupils needing 

a school place is expected to fall. Both the school-based and residence-based 

reports show a sustained need for around 300 places per year group (10FE) in the 

Reigate planning Area. 


