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PART A – THE PROPOSAL 

 

1. The Governing Body of St John the Baptist Catholic Secondary School (Voluntary Aided), in 
partnership with Surrey County Council and the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, is 
proposing that the school expands from a 6 form entry secondary school with a Published 
Admission Number of 180 (total of 900 pupils, 11-16), to an 8 form entry secondary school 
with a Published Admission Number of 240 (total of 1200 pupils). Additional places would 
also be made available within the school’s 6th form, bringing the total capacity of the school to 
1600 (from 1200). Accommodation would be provided on the existing site of the school to 
enable this change to take place by September 2018. Surrey County Council would provide 
the funding for this proposal. 

 

Why is this proposal being made? 

 

2. Demand for secondary school places – There is significant demand for new school places 
within Surrey resulting from increases in the birth rate and inward migration into the County. 
Since 2010 the Cabinet has approved the expansion of 8 primary schools in the Borough of 
Woking to meet basic need with further expansions planned in the future. As a result, 
expansions in the secondary sector are now required to meet the Local Authority’s statutory 
obligations to provide secondary school places in the area. 

 

3. Table 1 below provides the projection that the County Council is working towards. There are a 
number of factors that affect pupil projections so this profile is intended as a likely scenario 
rather than a statement of fact. The profile allows for historic underestimates in the primary 
sector and builds in allowances for primary expansions commissioned in the Borough. The 
first row identifies the likely number of pupils that will be requiring a year 7 place in one of 
Woking’s secondary schools in the future, the second row identifies the current capacity of 
secondary schools in Woking, the third row indicates the likely shortfall of places at Year 7 
and the last row the shortfall in terms of the additional forms of entry that would be required to 
meet the shortfall.  

 

Table 1 – Secondary demand profile in Woking 

 

Year  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Projected requirement 
for Year 7 places in 

Woking 823 867 882 919 952 1054 1105 1084 1150 

Current places at Year 7 
in Woking 840 870 870 870 870 870 870 870 870 

Projected shortfall at 
Year 7 in Woking +14 3 -12 -49 -82 -184 -235 -214 -280 

Shortfall in ‘forms of 
entry’ - - 1 2 3 6 8 7-8 9-10 
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4. Demand for secondary school places has increased in Woking and has reached a point 
where additional school places are required. Demand is likely to increase only a little in 2015 
but starts to increase significantly from 2017 and 2018. In the longer term, the Local Authority 
is planning to need between 9 and 10 additional forms of entry in Woking by 2021 - a total of 
1350-1500 additional secondary places where ‘one form of entry’ equals 150 secondary 
places based on 5 year groups (ages 7-11) of 30 pupils. 

 

5. Demand for secondary Catholic places - Two of the primary schools that have expanded in 
Woking are Catholic primary schools. St Dunstan’s Catholic Primary School expanded by one 
form of entry in 2012 (210 additional places provided in total; 30 per year over 7 years) and 
The Marist Catholic Primary School expanded by half a form of entry in 2011 (105 additional 
places in total; 15 per year over 7 years). St Dunstan’s and The Marist are direct feeder 
schools to St John the Baptist, which without expansion would be unable to meet the future 
demand for Catholic secondary school places in the Borough.  

 

6. The Local Authority has a duty to respond to parental preferences and where possible, the 
County Council seeks to expand popular and successful schools to meet additional demand 
as well as provide sufficient school places for parents/children that would choose particular 
faith provision. St John the Baptist has been consistently oversubscribed by approximately    
2 forms of entry on first preferences (60 places per year) for some time and, with the recent 
expansions at St Dunstan’s and the Marist Catholic Primary school, pressure for places at the 
school will be even higher in the future. 

 

7. There is good evidence to suggest there are currently insufficient secondary Catholic places 
available in Woking to meet the demand for Catholic families. The table below shows the 1st 
preferences for Catholic schools in the Woking Deanery and how primary demand has 
increased over and above the secondary provision.  

 

The table below identifies the total number of Catholic applications since 2006 for Year R and 
Year 7 places in the Woking Deanery. 

 

Catholic 
Applications  

PAN 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

St Dunstan’s  90 49 57 69 87 89 100 111 84 125 

St Hugh of 
Lincoln 

30 
29 29 28 27 29 46 35 32 24 

The Marist 45 45 44 60 64 73 81 53 59 63 

St Augustines 60 60 62 61 57 56 58 66 67 68 

TOTAL 225 183 192 218 235 247 285 265 242 280 

St John the 
Bapist 

180 252 224 249 247 257 233 246 253 238 

Source: Woking Deanery Applications Data 

 

8. Baptisms in the Woking Deanery - the table below shows the number of baptisms in the 
Woking Deanery between 2004 and 2013. In line with the general increase in the number of 
births in Woking, the number of Catholic baptisms has increased over time. The higher 
number of baptisms together with increased inward migration has increased the demand for 
Catholic school places in the area.  

 

 

 



 

  

- 4 -   

 

 Baptisms by area in the Woking Deanery (including Surrey Heath) 

 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Camberley and 
Bagshot 

26 29 24 30 32 24 22 24 24 18 

Frimley 61 55 55 69 57 76 62 48 43 41 

Knaphill 44 38 40 47 38 40 26 38 22 45 

West Byfleet 27 49 33 44 33 29 45 32 44 37 

Woking with Send 68 75 96 98 115 93 129 117 112 102 

Total 226 246 248 288 275 262 284 259 245 243 

 

 

Current number of places available at St John the Baptist Catholic Secondary School 

 

9. The table below shows the current Published Admission Number at the school and the 
number of places that will be available at the school until 2017. 

 

St John the Baptist 
Catholic Secondary 
School 

7 8 9 10 11 Y12 Y13 TOTAL 

 180 180 180 180 180 150 150 1200 

 

 

Proposed number of places at St John the Baptist Catholic Secondary School 

 

10. The table below shows the proposed number of places at St John the Baptist Catholic 
Secondary School if these proposals were implemented. This proposal would create an 
additional 400 places at the school in total. The school would grow to an 8 form entry school 
from 2018 and would not reach its full capacity until 2024: 

 

St John the Baptist 
Secondary School 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 TOTAL 

2018 210 180 180 180 180 150 150 1230 

2019 240 210 180 180 180 150 150 1290 

2020 240 240 210 180 180 150 150 1350 

2021 240 240 240 210 180 150 150 1410 

2022 240 240 240 240 210 150 150 1470 

2023 240 240 240 240 240 200 150 1550 

2024 240 240 240 240 240 200 200 1600 

 

Admissions to St John the Baptist Catholic Secondary School 

 

11. This proposal does not change the admissions criteria of the school, only the Published 
Admission Number and hence how many places there are to offer at the school. For details of 
the admissions criteria for the school please visit the school’s website: 
http://www.sjb.surrey.sch.uk/ 

 

http://www.sjb.surrey.sch.uk/
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How does this proposal relate to the recent decision to build a new Sports Hall at the 
School? 

 

12. The school will be undertaking works in the next year to begin the creation of a new sports 
hall. There has been no improvement to sports facilities at the school for 45 years and the 
school is unique in Surrey in only having one small gymnasium and no sports hall. 
Consecutive Ofsted inspections have identified the ‘woeful lack of sporting facilities’ and the 
school is currently unable to deliver the national curriculum in its existing facilities. The school 
has widely consulted on this proposal and planning permission is in place.  

 

13. The County Council took the decision to fund the delivery of the sports hall early on the 
grounds that the sporting provision is needed anyway at the school. Early delivery would also 
avoid inflationary costs in later years and the sports hall would benefit the maximum number 
of pupils as well as minimising disruption on the school site by splitting the potential 
expansion scheme into two phases. In taking this decision, the Local Authority is clearly 
anticipating expansion at the school in the future as a new sports hall would be required if the 
school is to expand. However, should expansion at the school not be possible then the 
delivery of the Sports Hall will still proceed at the school given it is already significantly under 
resourced in this area. 

 

If the expansion project proceeds, how will the accommodation be provided? 

 

14. As a voluntary aided school the project will be overseen by the Governing Body of the school 
and will be project managed by the school’s appointed consultants. Surrey County Council 
will be involved in an advisory capacity. Most of the work undertaken by the school’s 
consultants to date has been to develop the sports hall project, but work is underway on a 
feasibility study to identify how the requisite accommodation required to deliver the expansion 
will be provided on the site. This will broadly comprise 12 additional classrooms. These will be 
provided through a mixture of new build and remodelling of existing spaces. Improved 
services and an allowance for fixtures and fittings will also be provided as part of the project. 
If approved, the expansion project will start in 2017 for completion in 2018. Although it is very 
early stages, an outline of the general anticipated accommodation strategy will be provided at 
the public meeting listed below. 

 

The site is already constrained in terms of access, what measures will be in place to 
address traffic and parking issues? 

 

15. It is recognised that the school is accessed from a residential road, and that traffic and 
parking issues are a cause for concern should the school grow in the future. As part of the 
redevelopment the Governing Body is intending to create additional parking spaces within the 
main school site to relieve pressure on parking throughout the construction period. In terms of 
more permanent measures, the Governors have commissioned an early traffic assessment to 
look into this issue and to understand the measures or mitigation that may be required in 
order to make the expansion proposal acceptable from a planning point of view. This 
assessment has only recently been commissioned but it will form a key document for any 
planning application in the future (and will be publicly available).  

 

16. At this stage of the consultation, Governors are primarily concerned with the educational 
rationale behind expansion. Residents and local stakeholders will be formally consulted on a 
planning application next year if there is a decision to proceed to this stage. Whilst the 
meeting below is primarily to discuss the educational rationale behind expansion, parents and 
residents are welcome to attend to comment on ‘planning’ related issues on the basis that 
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Governors / SCC staff will not be in a position to respond to all of these issues at this early 
stage.  

 
PART B - HAVE YOUR SAY 
 
The Governing Body of St John the Baptist would like to know what people in the area feel about 
the proposal. A copy of the consultation response form at the bottom of this document can be 
found online and we recommend that all responses are submitted via the weblink below. 
 
https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf-schools-commissioning-team/sjb 
 
Alternatively respondents can complete the form attached below and send back to the following 
address. Alternatively you can put your views in an email and send to the email address given 
below: 
 
Kieran Holliday, Schools Commissioning Officer, North West 
Room 326  
County Hall 
Penrhyn Road 
Kingston Upon Thames 
KT1 2DJ 
 
FAO Kieran Holliday to: 
schoolorg@surreycc.gov.uk 
 
All responses must be received by 14 November 2014 
 
 
What happens next? 
 
The Governors of St John the Baptist will hold a public meeting for parents and any other 
interested parties to discuss the proposals and to hear the views that people have. This is a 
public meeting and anyone who wishes to, may attend. This meeting will be on the following 
dates. You need not register your attendance prior to the meeting. 
 
 6 November 2014, 7.30-9pm – St John the Baptist School, School Hall  
   
 
Please come and share your views. You do not have to have a child at the school to come to the 
meeting.  
 
It is for the Governing Body of St John the Baptist to decide whether they wish to proceed with 
the proposal or not. Although maintained schools are no longer required to follow a statutory 
consultation process, it is important that any decisions are made having taken into account all 
relevant considerations. Following consultation, the responses received during the consultation 
will be analysed and put into in a report that will be considered by the Governing Body of the 
School and Surrey County Council in December 2014. 
 
If the Governing Body decides to proceed, a planning application will be prepared which will be 
subject to a further consultation process – to consider the spatial planning issues associated 
with the school e.g. traffic, transport, local amenity and so on. Furthermore, before the 
expansion scheme can proceed Surrey County Council’s full Cabinet must sign off the budget 
that is required to implement the proposal.  
 

  

https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf-schools-commissioning-team/sjb
mailto:schoolorg@surreycc.gov.uk
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St John the Baptist Catholic Secondary School 
School Consultation Response 

Closing date for responses: 14 November 2014  
 

 

1. What is your name? (You do not have to answer this question.) 

Name (optional)  

 

2. What is your email address? (You do not have to answer this question.) 

Email (optional)  

 

3. What is your relationship with the school? (Tick all that apply.) 

Parent of child attending school  

Parent of child that may attend school in future  

Parent of child attending another school  

Member of staff at school  

Governor at school  

Local resident  

Other  

 

4. What is your postcode? (You do not have to answer this question.) 

Postcode (optional)  

 

5. Do you agree with the proposed changes to St John the Baptist Secondary School?  (Tick 

one.) 

Agree  

Disagree  

Don’t know  
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6. Do you have any further comments?  (You do not have to answer this question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for completing the consultation response form. The consultation closes on 14 
November 2014. Please send completed forms by post to 

Kieran Holliday 
School Commissioning Officer (St John the Baptist) 
Room 326 
County Hall 
Surrey County Council 
Kingston upon Thames  KT1 2DN 
 


