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Proposed amalgamation of Weybourne 
Infant and William Cobbett Junior 
Schools  

Summary of responses received during the Consultation 
 

 
1. Between 26 February 2015 and 19 April 2015 Surrey County Council, in partnership with 

Weybourne Infant and William Cobbett Junior Schools, consulted on a proposal to amalgamate 
the two schools. This would be achieved by closing Weybourne Infant School from 31 August 
2015, and extending the age range of William Cobbett Junior School from  
1 September 2015.   

 
2. A consultation paper was circulated to all stakeholders and was available at each school and 

online at www.surreysays.co.uk. Two public meetings were held on Thursday 5 March and 
Tuesday 10 March at Weybourne Infant and William Cobbet Junior School, respectively. These 
provided an opportunity for parents, residents or anyone else to ask questions about the 
proposal.  
 

3. This report summarises the responses that have been received during the consultation. The 
purpose of this document is to aid in understanding the views of the respondents to the 
consultation.  
 
 
Summary of consultation responses 

 
4. The consultation closed on 19 April 2015. There were 8 responses to the consultation. This 

includes all written responses either online, letter, email or petition format. A breakdown of 
responses is given below. Please note, the totals do not add up to 8 because some respondents 
have multiple interests (e.g. governors who are also parents of children at the school). 
 

Parent of child attending the schools  6 

Parent of child that may attend the school in the future 1 

Member of staff at the school 1 

Governor at the school 2 

Other 1 

 
5. Given that there are 480 pupils at the two schools, and multiple other stakeholders, the 

response rate was very low but this is not untypical for consultation exercises of this nature and 
where there is a trend of general agreement with a proposal. All stakeholders have been given 
the opportunity to make their views known.  

 
6. The following question was posed in the consultation and the results below recorded:   

 
Do you agree with the proposed changes to Weybourne Infant and William Cobbett Junior 
schools? 
 

Option Total number of responses Percentage 

Agree 8 100% 

Disagree 0 0% 

Don't know 0 0% 
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7. Based on those that responded to the consultation, the data above demonstrates that there is a 

significant support for the proposal.  
 
Not all respondents provided additional commentary in their response. Of the three items of 
feedback received, two were in the affirmative and referred to the proposal as a "great 
opportunity". The third, whilst still agreeing with the proposal highlighted a concern regarding 
the transition of children from other local infant schools to William Cobbett Junior School.  
 
Conclusion 
 

8. This is a very basic analysis of the responses to the consultation. There is a trend of significant 
agreement with and support for the proposal. Although the number of respondents was low in 
comparison to the available audience, this in itself can be a sign of general consent.  
 

9. As a result of the positive response to the consultation, the next step is to publish a Statutory 
Notice stating the intent to amalgamate the two schools. This will appear on the SurreySays 
website, in a local newspaper and on the gates of the two schools. The Notice will remain open 
for observations for 4 weeks from Monday 27th April 2015. 
 
  


