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8.4 Recovery of Inert Waste to Land 

8.4.1 The beneficial use of C, D & E waste for inert fill, where this is necessary, can be 

categorised as a waste recovery operation. Waste recovery can be defined as any 

operation the principal result of which is waste serving a useful purpose by 

replacing other materials which would have otherwise been used to fulfil a particular 

function, or waste being prepared to fulfil that function, in the plant or wider 

economy. 

8.4.2 In Surrey, inert material derived from C, D & E waste is a valuable resource and 

when used in mineral site restoration as inert fill is considered to be a recovery 

operation.  Given the need for this type of material in restoration, this activity is the 

preferred option over any other recovery operation.  

8.4.3 Other types of recovery operations involving inert waste can include: 

 Constructing haul roads / hardstanding; 

 Agricultural land improvements or other engineering operations.  

8.4.4 Proposals involving the beneficial use of inert waste for recovery to land will be 

acceptable where the benefits of the development clearly outweigh any potential 

impacts as set out by Policy 5 below. Disposal of inert waste to land is considered 

unacceptable.   

8.4.5 Surrey County Council as the Waste Planning Authority will consider whether the 

proposed waste development is ‘recovery’. Such consideration involves an 

assessment of whether there is a genuine need for the development, or if the 

activity is in fact for the ‘disposal’ of waste to land for any other reason. Such 

consideration will include whether the activity involves restoration of mineral 

workings with inert material required by planning conditions and/or obligations.  

8.4.6 The recovery of inert waste to land will be only supported if the development 

provides a significant benefit that would outweigh any significant adverse impacts. 

In the case of land remediation, the development must demonstrate a significant 

improvement to damaged or degraded land and/or provide a greater environmental 

or agricultural value than the previous land use. 

8.4.7 The proposal must demonstrate that the quantity of waste to be used is the 

minimum amount required and any resulting changes to the landform would be 

sympathetic to the area. The development should respect the nature conservation 

and amenity interests of the site and surrounding area, including landscape 

character and visual amenity. 

8.4.8 If an application, or part of an application, which includes a recovery to land 

operation is to be determined by a district or borough council, then Policy 5 – 

Recovery of Inert Waste to Land would apply as part of the decision making 

framework 
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Policy 5 – Recovery of Inert Waste to Land 

The recovery of inert waste to land is encouraged where this is necessary to implement a 

minerals restoration scheme. 

Other development involving the deposit of inert waste on land may be acceptable, as 

waste recovery, if: 

i) There is a significant benefit or improvement from the development; and 

ii) The benefit or improvement cannot practicably and reasonably be met in any other 

way; and 

iii) The waste to be disposed of is inert and cannot practicably and reasonably be re-

used, recycled or processed in any other way; and 

iv) The use of the inert waste material replaces the need for non-waste materials; and 

v) The development involves the minimum quantity of waste necessary. 

 

Table 1 Monitoring for Policy 5 – Recovery of Inert Waste to Land 

Measure/Indicator  Amount of inert waste disposed of on land for beneficial 

purposes (tonnes, %) 

Data Source(s)  Planning Applications and Decisions   

 Appeal Decisions 

 Environment Agency Waste Data Interrogator  

 Other sources of data as indicated in the Annual 

Monitoring Report 

Key Organisation(s)  Waste Planning Authority  

 Environment Agency (for information) 

Target(s)  5% of C, D & E waste sent for disposal to landfill by 2025 

 0% of C, D & E waste sent for disposal to landfill by 2033 

Trigger  Evidence of insufficient capacity for inert material.  

 

 

 


